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“Approved 2/28/12” 

NATIVITY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday – January 24, 2012 

6:30 P.M. – Nazareth Room 
 

At 6:30 p.m., Greg introduced the new Council members, David Brunelle, Eric Krueger, James 

Maertens and guest, Casinda Langseth.  Bonnie Faller then led the Council in Evening Prayer. 

 

At 6:46 p.m., Chairman Greg Schmalz called the meeting to order pursuant to notice.  Greg 

asked each council member to introduce themselves.  Fr. Kevin explained the purpose of the 

Pastoral Council and that the Council acts as an advisory board. 

 

Council Members Present:  

Fr. Kevin Boucher, Fr. Tom Feltman, Duane Koble, Laura Alderman, David Brunelle, Dale 

Craft, Bonnie Faller, Eric Krueger, Brenda Lang, James Maertens, Joe Miranowski, Anne 

Moynihan, Wendy Paulson, Greg Schmalz, Lisa Suda, and Corporate Treasurer Michael 

O’Leary 

Council Members Absent:  Don Schott and Corporate Secretary Mykal Sonstelie 

Minutes from the 11/24/2011 Parish Council meeting were provided prior to the meeting and 

accepted by unanimous consensus. 

 

Recording Secretary Brenda Lang had handed out the 2012 Meeting Schedule and Membership 

List and requested all members to review their contact information and advise of any changes. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Leadership Openings on Commissions/Committees/Councils 

Duane Koble requested all Liaisons to provide their 2012 officer and member lists to Brenda 

from their respective council, commission or committee.  Brenda noted that she had received a 

list from Liaisons Wendy Paulson and Lisa Suda. 

Because Laura Alderman and James Maertens needed to leave the meeting early, Chairman Greg 

Schmalz asked for their reports at this time.   

 

JPII – Liaison Laura Alderman reported that the schools met in their small group at the 

beginning of the year and organized for Catholic Schools Week.  Three students will speak at the 

Masses this coming weekend.  The Carnival will be held this Friday.  The elementary grades will 

hold Mass at Nativity Church.  James Maertens added the Catholic Schools Week schedule was 

just handed out and the Dodge Ball Tournament is being organized to raise funds for a school in 

Belcourt, ND.  Laura reported that 70-100 students just returned from the Walk for Life held in 

D.C. 

 

Youth Ministry – Youth Ministry Representative James Maertens gave a brief explanation of the 

three active youth groups at Nativity.   

 W.O.W. (Wired on Wednesday) is for middle school students in Grades 6-7-8; and has 

33 registered students.  He outlined the various activities WOW is involved in and that 

WOW has partnered with LinC for the Spaghetti fundraising dinner on February 1
st
 and 

Mardi Gras Talent Show on February 21
st
. 
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 LinC is for high school students in Grades 9-12; with 19 registered students.  He outlined 

the  activities that LinC is involved with. 

 CYA (Catholic Young Adults) is for the young adult group, ages 21-39.  They meet twice 

a month and have 15 members.  Have been holding group discussion on the book, 

“Rediscover Catholicism”, speakers on Christ Renews His Parish and about the Youth 

and Theology Ministry Program. 

 

Nativity’s 50
th

 Anniversary Final Update 

Duane Koble stated he would provide this update in his Director of Administration report. 

 

Nativity Anew II Update 

Fr. Kevin reported that the building project is moving forward. 

 Described the layout of the project and changes to entrances and offices. 

 Will be 15 classrooms, school offices and conference room. 

 Bids were opened today at $200K under estimate.  Minnko Construction accepted the 

bid.  Electrical subcontractor is Charlie & Sons and Mechanical subcontractor is Northern 

Plains; at an estimated cost of $2.6M. 

 Several alternative projects were being reviewed with the potential to include in the 

project; i.e. replace the gym floor and gym lighting, bring geothermal heat into the 

kitchen, security cams, replace the east sidewalk and resurface and stripe the entire 

parking lot.  If all the alternates are accepted, the bid still came in at $2.6M. 

 $2.5M is the current balance of our building fund with a balance still to raise of $98K. 

 There is slightly less than $200K in outstanding pledges from AnewII. 

 In the next couple of months a fundraising letter campaign will be mailed to parishioners 

who have moved into the parish since 2007.  From this list, 24 people who moved to the 

parish have already made contributions on their own.  An additional letter campaign will 

include those families with children in Nativity School who are not from Nativity Parish.  

The reason for the letter campaign is that although the Nativity School building is owned 

by the Nativity Parish, only one-third of the student body is from the Nativity Parish, 

leaving 240 students from other parishes to be contacted. 

 All windows of the school are planned to be replaced. 

 A Nativity School alumni list is being compiled to include in the letter fundraiser. 

 

Fr. Kevin anticipates the building committee to meet soon.  When school closes on May 24, 

construction will begin after Memorial Day.  Expect the entire soccer field to be unusable for 

two years beginning in March when they begin to dig the 150 wells needed for the geothermal 

project.  The Building Committee will meet within a month to determine how much will be done. 

 

Five contractors submitted bids, all within a similar range.  Before Lent begins, parishioners will 

be informed before all Masses on the progress of the building project.  With $2.5M in the bank, 

and construction beginning in May, there will be few construction bills prior to July 1st.  This 

means that we will earn $40-$50,000 additional interest on our investment in 2012. 

 

Fr. Kevin addressed questions about the new entrances, handicap parking availability during 

construction and card key access to the building once construction is complete.  Father asked for 

everyone’s patience during construction. 
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Other Old Business – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Status of Parish Long Range Plan 

Fr. Kevin noted that Nativity is actually in the long range plan now with the building project 

ready to move forward and Christ Renews His Parish weekend retreat starting this weekend.  

Father had nothing more to add at this time. 

 

Lenten 2012 Retreat 

Fr. Kevin reported there would be no Lenten Retreat this year.  Instead a variety of Lenten 

Reflection opportunities will be posted in the bulletin for parishioners to consider participating  

in during Lent. 

 

Laura Alderman and James Maertens left the meeting at this time. 

 

Trip to Holy Land 

For the benefit of the new council members and guest, Chairman Greg Schmalz explained that 

the Council sets time aside at each meeting for a “formation” topic.  This month, Greg shared 

about the trip he and Paula had taken to the Holy Land October 8-20, 2011, led by Bishop Aquila 

and Bishop Connelly, Dr. Tim Gray, Fr. Luke Meyer and two Deacons.  A total of 42 people 

attended.  Twenty were from North Dakota and the rest of the participants were from Colorado.   

After an excellent verbal report and sharing of pictures, Greg summarized with the comment that 

the experience “left a person hungry to learn more about their faith; and that he returned with a 

much better sense of what Jesus faced and what was happening at that period of time.”  The 

Council then took a break and viewed a portion of a video from his trip to the Holy Land. 

 

Other New Business  - None 

 

Pastor’s Comments 

Fr. Kevin reported that he had attended JPII Schools Council and board meetings, liaison 

committee, and search committee for a new superintendent.  Two candidates to be interviewed 

next week.  Revised Roman Missal Text has been good, although it has been quite challenging to 

learn the new acclamations and new lengthy Gloria’s.  Fr. Kevin presided at four funerals and 

four baptisms since the end of November and confirmed three people.  The men and women for 

Christ Renews His Parish have been meeting weekly.  The women have 20 participants for this 

coming weekend and 5 men have registered for their weekend the end of February. 

 

Parochial Vicar’s Comments 

Fr. Tom reported that he has been participating with other colleagues in the Clinical Pastoral 

Education on Thursdays from January through April at First Baptist Church. 

 

Stewardship Council  
Mykal Sonstelie was absent but there was no report as the next meeting is not until January 31

st
. 

 

Director of Administration’s Report 

Duane Koble highlighted the following from his report: 

 The 41
st
 Annual Christmas Party was once again a great success.  “Well done good and 

faithful servants as we celebrate who we are as Nativity.” 
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 The staff has met regarding the various Lenten opportunities that will be offered to all. 

 All Catholic Schools Mass will be held at Nativity Church on February 2, 2012. 

 Nativity School’s Open House is on January 31st.  Duane brought the question forward to 

the Pastoral Council what we would like to do for Nativity School for their anniversary?  

This will be placed on the Agenda for further discussion at another meeting.  Our 

Catholic Schools are a great ministry for our community and this is an opportunity to 

give back to them. 

 Maintenance of the Nativity campus is a continual issue.  A leak in the boiler was 

patched and replacing the boiler will be considered this summer. 

 The 50
th

 Anniversary concluded for the parish; although we can continue to celebrate 

who we are.  Information from the 50
th

 Anniversary will be stored in the parish archives 

for future celebrations. 

 Every three years, the school is inspected for asbestos.  There is some asbestos in the 

floor tiles in the classrooms.  This is an important issue as Nativity moves into the 

building project.   

 Catholic Mutual has completed their review of the campus buildings’ values which are 

insured at replacement cost.   

 God’s Gift Appeal is a part of who we are as a church in the Diocese.  Duane gave a 

historical summary of God’s Gift Appeal.  Note that the goal has been lowered 

significantly for 2012 and realigned at more realistic goals.  More information to follow 

in February. 

 Regarding Nativity’s finances, have not met yet as a Stewardship Committee.  Duane 

provided a narrative of year end finances for the council’s information in his report. 

 All members should have received an email invitation to the Spaghetti Fundraising 

Dinner on February 1
st
 hosted by W.O.W. and LinC; keeping in mind that activities like 

these are what builds our parish.   

 Duane thanked the Pastoral Council members for their leadership.   

 

Duane noted that there are a litany of questions being addressed with all the changes that are 

occurring and will be occurring, such as, “what are things we need to look at, how we do 

business, how do we continue to be church to others and the sacraments, to name a few.”  He 

asked for patience as we move forward together in change as the building project will take 10 

months to complete; and 10 weeks to complete the school building project once school lets out in 

May.  He thanked everyone for their patience and working together as a people of God.   

 

Committee & Commission Reports 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – Liaison Bonnie Faller had no report. 

 

Deanery Representative – Fr. Kevin had nothing to report at this time.  He did mention that 

Bishop Aquila is looking at the God’s Gift Appeal and the formulas for setting parish goals.  

Bishop Aquila will conduct a Stewardship Summit in conjunction with the Presbyterate Days 

this fall.  Fr. Kevin explained that “stewardship” is not just giving money, but encompasses time, 

talent and treasure and putting on the heart of Christ in everything that we are and do.   

Fr. Kevin noted that whoever has a passion for this should consider Nativity’s open Deanery 

Representative position.  Meetings are held four times a year with the purpose of increasing the 

need for stewardship in our parishes. 
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Health Advisory Commission – Liaison Wendy Paulson reported that their guest speaker, Carol 

Johnson, shared her caregiver experience for her husband.  She addressed her frustrations, 

isolation, friends who did not come to visit, her feelings, importance of the health care directive 

and power of attorney that every family should be considering.   

The last Brunch and Learn featured pharmacist, Dave Olig, who spoke about blood pressure 

medications.  

Sr. Sharon will coordinate training on the AED (Automatic Electronic Defibrillator) to inform 

people where it is located and how to use it.  CPR training will also be scheduled. 

Future topics for Brunch and Learn will include a series of sessions related to advanced 

directives and ethics as related to spirituality, funeral planning and estate planning. 

 

Liturgical Commission – Liaison Lisa Suda reported on the following:  

 The commission has started the catechesis on the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. 

 Subcommittee is reviewing the Wedding Resource pamphlet.   

 Discussion of Lenten Mass acclamations and weekly reflections.   

 The Mardi Gras talent show will be scheduled during Lent.  

 Discussed music and including a period of silence after Mass during Lent. 

 Fr. Kevin asked the Commission if they were open to serving a soup meal for one Friday 

during Lent before the Stations of the Cross, as the Knights of Columbus will not be 

serving their usual Friday fish suppers.   

 Father asked the same of the Pastoral Council and several members were willing to do so.  

He also invited all the Council Liaisons to ask at their respective meetings to take one of 

the four Fridays during Lent to assist in serving a basic soup and bread meal; except not 

on Good Friday nor the Friday that WOW would be serving.   

 Lisa added that the commission discussed arts and environment for the church.   

 Fr. Kevin informed the Council that no baptisms will be held during Easter because there 

are no candidates for the RCIA process. 

 

Parish Faith Life Commission – Liaison Dale Craft provided his report by email.  Since many of 

the topics were already addressed by others, he had no other news to report. 

Fr. Tom spoke about the Catholics Divorce Survival Guide that is in process and ministers to 

those suffering due to divorce.  The cost of this has been underwritten by someone in the parish.  

Fr. Tom is encouraging that a brochure be created regarding the misconceptions about divorce, 

what you can and cannot do in the church, and how a person can live a chaste life after divorce.   

 

Social Justice Commission – Liaison Anne Moynihan reported on the following: 

 Thanksgiving collection of $1,014 was shared with Presentation Partners and Youth 

Works. 

 Fair Trade Coffee sales have been very successful. 

 Five speakers are scheduled for 2012.   

 A visit to the Cass County Jail is scheduled for this month. 

 The commission approved one-time gifts of $1,000 to Family Health Care Center and 

$500 for the Emergency Food Pantry.  Duane explained that 4% of the adult envelopes 

are placed in “Care and Share” and Nativity then supports a number of agencies monthly 

with a gift.  The balance is used for our “front door” ministry for those who come to the 

parish in need of support.   
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 Fr. Kevin shared a heartwarming story that is “Nativity” on how the Care and Share 

Commission came to be and our current Stewardship/Finance Council.  The parish 

initially approved 2% of adult envelopes be used for this ministry and now is at 4%.  

Nativity has always had just enough funds to do what is needed.   

 The Holy Thursday collection for 2012 will be spread between three agencies.   

 

Fr. Kevin explained the Family Health Care Center, a new facility on NP Avenue, is a drop-in 

facility for those who cannot afford health care.  This is a new venture formed within our 

community and will be considered for a donation from Nativity Church.  Dr. Espejo and his wife 

are very much a part of this facility as they recognized the need to bring a larger clinic to the 

downtown area.  Duane commented that Dakota Medical Foundation will match Nativity’s 

donation.  Dental is another area of need that Dr. Espejo sees in our area to consider for the 

future. 

 

Announcements 

Chairman Greg Schmalz made the following announcements: 

 An Orientation Meeting for new members is scheduled for Sunday, March 4, 2012         

at 10:15 a.m.  All current council members are also invited to attend. 

 The next scheduled Pastoral Council meeting is Tuesday- February 28, 2012. 

There being no further business, the council closed with Evening Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lang 

Recording Secretary 
 


