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“Approved 02/26/13” 

NATIVITY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday – January 22, 2013 

6:30 P.M. – Nazareth Room 
 

At 6:36 p.m., Brenda Lang led the Council in Evening Prayer. 

At 6:49 p.m., Chairman Joe Miranowski called the meeting to order pursuant to notice.  Joe welcomed 

Corporate Treasurer Anne Stoll to the Council and asked the members to introduce themselves. 

Council Members Present:  

Fr. Kevin Boucher, Fr. Chris Markman, Duane Koble, Dale Craft, Eric Krueger, Brenda Lang, Joe 

Miranowski, Wendy Paulson and Corporate Secretary Anne Stoll 

Council Members Absent:  Laura Alderman, Lydia Carlson, Anne Moynihan, Don Schott and Corporate 

Treasurer Patrick Kautzman 

Minutes from the 11/27/2012 Pastoral Council meeting were provided prior to the meeting and accepted   

by unanimous consensus.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Filling (4) Open Pastoral Council Positions 

Joe Miranowski noted that with the recent resignation from member David Brunelle, there are four open 

positions to fill on the council – two Members at Large, one Liaison for the Social Justice Commission 

and one Liaison for the Health Advisory commission.  Discussion followed with suggestions of 

parishioners to invite.  All members are encouraged to extend a personal invitation to our next meeting on 

February 26
th
.  Fr. Kevin added that the CRHP teams had completed their Evening of Pentecost and 

possibly someone will consider joining the Pastoral Council.  Brenda referenced the “Discernment 

Ministries Brochure” to assist in describing Council duties to parishioners who are invited. 

 

During the interim, Duane Koble will provide the Health Advisory minutes and Fr. Kevin will provide the 

Social Justice minutes for the February meeting. 

 

Nativity Anew II Update  

 Fr. Kevin reported that his personal “fun-raiser” has now reached a weight loss of 55 pounds 

resulting in pledges currently of $30,000.  Since reaching a healthy BMI level, his doctor has 

adjusted his goal from 100 to 80 pounds.  As of 12/31/2012, all fun-raisers to date have totaled 

$88,000.  Adding in the recent Sacred Concert offering of $1500, plus pledges pending to the 

weight loss, brings us to $100,000+ that has been raised towards the matching gift of $500,000.  

Fr. Kevin mentioned that they plan to decorate the wall with pictures of the various fun-raiser 

events as they are held. 

 The AnewII Project is moving forward and should meet the April 1
st
 deadline.  Are ready to soon 

start painting, lighting, wiring, and carpet for the offices.  Have made huge advances with 

construction of the gathering space.  All windows are in except for the window walls that connect 

to the school and courtyard.  Everything is watertight and discussion has moved to finishing 

materials.  Final discussion is scheduled for cabinetry work and floor tiles.  Fr. Kevin purchased 

office furniture for both of the pastor’s offices.  Financially, the building fund will be at $-0- and 

the project completed debt-free.  Duane noted that people have been very conscientious with their 

pledges. 

 

Other Old Business – None 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Status of Parish’s Long Range Plan 

Fr. Kevin reported that the current 5-year Long Range plan has been completed, which included renewing 

Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) within the parish.  As pastor, he will be working on the next 5-year 

Long Range Plan for Nativity which will focus on becoming active in evangelization and developing 

relationships.  How do we foster one-on-one relationships between parishioners and develop those who 

want to be active within our parish?  Nativity has 3,300 parishioners that could be more active in the 

parish.   

Evangelization happens most effectively one person at a time.  All members of our parish leadership need 

to be encouraged to reach out to inactive members in some way (i.e. visit someone in their home or invite 

them to your own home; invite someone to sit with you for coffee and rolls after mass; offer to meet 

someone at Church for Sunday mass or even offer to pick them up, etc.). 

The Young Adults group and CRHP are part of the seeds to make this happen.  Then in 5 years when we 

are better at evangelization within Nativity, we move out into the community and reach every person 

within our parish boundaries no matter what denomination or religion.  Parish Faith Life Commission has 

a committee that is focusing on future plans for evangelization.  As the leadership of this parish, the 

challenge to all committees, commissions and councils is to help with developing the evangelization plan 

of “How do we bring people back?”   

 

Suggestions included:  

 FIRE – Families that were grouped together (adults and children) would meet in their homes with 

a specific curriculum. 

 The ABCD Group – Above and Beyond the Call of Duty – Anyone who has children going to 

school would gather at different homes and the coffee can would travel wherever the group met. 

Each time, donations would be collected in the coffee can for supplies that the teachers needed.  

The shortcoming was trying to address all age groups in this setting.  Friendships were developed 

that have lasted to this day. 

 

Chairman Joe Miranowski shared a comment by Fr. Robert Barron, “We should try harder to fall in love 

with God than worry about all the little details.”  Reflect on this thought; as it comes back to the core of 

relationship and falling in love with God, which is evangelization.  We can reach the other 3,300 one 

person at a time.   

 

Pastoral Council “Fun-Raiser” – Is the Pastoral Council Smarter than a 5
th
 Grader Game Show 

Brenda Lang had provided an outline of the game show that the committee had discussed since the last 

meeting.  Brenda reviewed how the game would work as a fun-raiser.  With a show date of Sunday-

February 17
th
, Joe noted that we need 5 contestants, 5

th
 Graders, and a Game Show Host.  Since 

advertising in the bulletin for this fun-raiser, interest has been expressed by parishioners to be a 

contestant.  Because of the recent decrease in council membership and the fact that Joe Miranowski and 

Wendy Paulson will not be available the day of the game show, the council agreed to open the contestant 

pool to parishioners.  With the event only 3½ weeks away, planning included: 

 

 Fr. Kevin will include a flyer in this week’s bulletin requesting parishioners to contact Eric 

Krueger, Brenda Lang or the parish office if interested in being a contestant. 

 Wendy Paulson volunteered to create a flyer for the teachers to provide to Nativity 5
th
 Graders to 

sign up to participate.  Their names will be picked the day of the show as we will rotate as many 

of the 5
th
 graders as needed to play. 

 Eric Krueger volunteered to be the “Jeff Foxworthy” Host for the game show.  

 Anne Stoll volunteered to be a contestant.  We still need 4 more contestants.  Those council 

members who were absent at the meeting will be contacted.  We need our list of 5 contestants 

within a week or two so that their names can be included in the bulletins prior to February 
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17
th

 for people to start collecting sponsorships for their chosen contestant.  This will include 

all Pastoral Council members to sponsor a contestant and collect sponsorships too. 

 Fr. Chris will work the audience to collect sponsorships during the show. 

 Fr. Kevin or Duane will note the game show fun-raiser on the Nativity website and noting that 

Eric Krueger or Brenda Lang may be contacted. 

 All council members need to attend on February 17
th
 to assist with setup and tear down, help 

work the game show and bring 1-2 dozen cookies or bars for refreshments. 

 Eric Krueger and Brenda Lang will coordinate the logistics of the game show and will keep the 

council informed. 

 

Fr. Kevin outlined the other fun-raisers being discussed by the committees, commissions and councils: 

 Social Justice Commission - Dancing with the Nativity Stars (in the fall).  Social Justice is also 

encouraging parishioners to take their old newspapers to Minn-Kota to receive a penny per pound 

to donate towards the fun-raiser. 

 Health Advisory considering bingo which would need a city permit and prizes or a chili cook-off 

or guessing which baby photo is which staff member.  

 Parish Faith Life Commission - Parish Dance 

 Open House Ice cream Social in the “Courtyard” this summer 

Other ideas: 

 Silent Auction for 10 types of desserts 

 Dinner with the Priests 

 

Formation Discussion  – “Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium”  

Due to time constraints, this discussion was tabled for the February council meeting.  Fr. Chris handed 

out an outline to assist members in preparing for the discussion of Chapters 3 & 4.   

 

Other New Business  - None 

 

Pastor’s Comments 
 Fr. Kevin reported the past two months have been very busy with two funerals, five baptisms and 

one wedding.  A wedding has already been scheduled for 2014. 

 Fr. Kevin’s presentation on the Book of Exodus for “Dining with the Word” was well received 

and well attended.  The next “Dining with the Word” is scheduled for Thursday-February 21
st
 at 

St. Mary’s.   

 The Veterans Affairs Association has an initiative to establish a national cemetery in every state 

in the U.S.  The VA is looking at the Red River Valley as a location for North Dakota’s national 

cemetery and Holy Cross Cemetery is being considered as a potential site due to its location, 

access, and available space. 

 

Parochial Vicar’s Comments 
Fr. Chris reported that he will be conducting a Q&A with WoW and LinC students this week. 

The CYA group has held excellent discussions regarding C. S. Lewis’ book “The Screwtape Letters”. 

Commented that he thoroughly enjoyed his Christmas at home in the United States since his time in 

Rome and appreciated how central family & friends are during the holidays. 

The Christmas Concert raised $1,500. 

 

Finance Council  
Since the Council is not meeting until next week, no report at this time. 
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Director of Administration’s Report 

Duane Koble highlighted the following: 

 Nancy Michelson chaired our 42
nd

 Annual Christmas Party.  Volunteer signup on the website was 

excellent for the event and helped to truly make this party a Christmas blessing and lots of fun for 

all.  Attendance was down this year due to the cold weather.   

 Desiree Wilson is coordinating the Mardi Gras celebration for Tuesday-February 12
th
. Watch the 

bulletin for more details. 

 The North Dakota Catholic Conference is the legislative arm for the bishops.  As good citizens, 

consider getting involved now by understanding the issues being discussed in the legislature. 

 JPII Nativity School Open House is scheduled for January 29
th
.  It is the parents who make our 

schools what they are. 

 Health Advisory Commission’s next Brunch and Learn on their series of “Planning for the 

Future” will be on February 9
th
.  Attorney Jean Hannig will speak on estate planning and planning 

your funeral liturgy.  Encourage people to attend. 

 Catholic Mutual Insurance reviewed the campus buildings for insurance coverage.  Refer to 

Duane’s report for details.   

 Finance Council will meet next week.  Closing the books for the prior year is dependent on the 

day of the week that Christmas and New Year’s are on. 

 The budget has been forwarded to Fr. Kevin for his input for the next Finance Council meeting. 

  

Committee & Commission Reports 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry – Due to the absence of Lydia Carlson and Don Schott, Fr. Chris reported 

that Desiree Wilson’s coordination of the Mardi Gras fundraiser was the main focus for the youth right 

now.  The ski trip was cancelled due to the cold weather.  

Awe Power & Praise is held on the first Wednesday of the month.  The first half hour is song and praise 

followed by 10-15 minutes of silence and closing benediction.  All parishioners are invited to attend. 

 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – Liaison Wendy Paulson had no report. 

 

Deanery Representative – No report. 

 

Health Advisory Commission – Liaison David Brunelle had emailed his report.  Duane commented that 

Deb Boyer will present the Nurtured Heart Workshop again on March 9 & 23
rd

 due to popular demand.  

She focuses on the area of parenting and looking at things in a new way, as well as fostering positive 

relationships on any level.   

 

JPII Council – Liaison Laura Alderman was absent but had emailed her report.  Baptismal cards will be 

mailed each month going forward on the anniversary of a child’s baptism.  Catholic Schools Open House 

Week is the last week of January.  The Fun-Raiser challenge was discussed. 

 

Liturgical Commission – Liaison Anne Moynihan was absent.  Recording Secretary Brenda Lang will 

contact Anne for a formal report as none was received by meeting date.   

Fr Kevin reported that the commission is reviewing the liturgy documents.  They are also in the process 

of finding suitable fabric for new altar service robes.  New communion vessels are still being researched 

as the interior of the current pewter vessels are degrading.  Once a decision has been made for new 

communion vessels, the old vessels could be melted down by a local artist who works with metals to 

create a new sacred piece of art for the church. 

 

Parish Faith Life Commission – Liaison Dale Craft highlighted the following: 

 Considering a “St. Patrick’s Dance” for the Fun-Raising Challenge. 

 Confirmation has 46 families involved for May 5
th
.  
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 Kathy Bourdon will be attending a retreat in Denver in February that will focus on “Faith 

Formation 2020-Looking Forward at Faith Formation in our future”.   

 WoW will be attending a NET Retreat next Wednesday at Holy Spirit Church. The retreat topic is 

“Choose Your Own Adventure”. 

 CYA is preparing for their first annual “CYA Chili Cook-off” event next week.   

 The Evangelization Sub-Committee continues discussion on furthering evangelization within 

Nativity one person at a time.   

 

Social Justice Commission – Liaison Dave Brunelle had emailed his report.   

 In his absence, Chairman Joe Miranowski noted the demand for sheltering the homeless in our 

community.  For the first time, the Y had to turn away women in abuse situations due to lack of 

space.   

 The Chili Cook off is on February 9
th 

after the 5:00 p.m. Mass. 

 Fair Trade Coffee sales will resume on January 19
th
 after Masses. 

 The Salvation Army Coordinator is asking for help on the 4
th
 Saturday of each month for a         

4-hour shift from 10:00 am to 2:00 p.m. for setup, some food prep and clean up. 

 National Migration Week is January 6-13.  Campaigns will be held throughout the spring          

for justice of immigration laws. 

 The commission will be bringing their Fun-Raiser proposal, “Dancing with the 

Stars/Parishioners”, to Fr. Kevin by month end.   

 

Announcements 

Chairman Joe Miranowski made the following announcements:  

 The Pastoral Council will hold its “Fun-Raiser” event on Sunday-February 17
th

 from 1:00 

p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Nativity gymnasium.  Council members are to collect sponsors 

for one or more of the contestants once chosen; bring 1-2 dozen bars or cookies for 

refreshments; and help with the event on February 17
th

.  Eric Krueger and Brenda Lang 

will keep the council informed. 

 The next business meeting will be Tuesday-February 26, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.  Please invite 

a parishioner to attend the meeting to consider joining the Pastoral Council. 

There being no further business, Chairman Joe Miranowski closed the meeting with a Closing 

Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lang 

Recording Secretary 

 

 


