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NATIVITY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday – February 23, 2010 

6:30 P.M. – Nazareth Room 

 

At 6:33 p.m., Chairman Leon Senn led the Pastoral Council in Opening Prayer and called the 

meeting to order, pursuant to notice. 

Council Members Present:  

Fr. Kevin Boucher, Fr. Gary Luiten, Duane Koble, Laura Alderman, Bonnie Faller, Ken 

Jablonsky, Brenda Lang, Chenise Nesler, Greg Schmalz, Leon Senn, Lisa Suda and Corporate 

Treasurer Michael O’Leary. 

Council Members Absent: Betty Hund, Joe Miranowski, Ed Schwind, Corporate Secretary 

Mykal Nester  

 

Leon Senn welcomed Lisa Suda, new council member as Liturgical Commission Liaison, and 

invited the council to introduce themselves. 

 

Minutes from the 01/26/2010 Parish Council meeting were provided prior to the meeting and 

accepted by unanimous consensus. 

 

Old Business 

Open Positions on Pastoral Council for 2010 – Leon Senn noted that there are still two open 

positions on the Pastoral Council.  A council member had recommended Pat Nistler, who Leon 

will contact and invite to the next meeting.  The Member at large position also needs to be filled.  

Fr. Gary and Duane Koble confirmed that there was no one from discernment to contact.  Council 

members were asked to reach out to someone they know. 

Nativity Anew II / Capital Campaign Project – Fr. Kevin reported that funds are still being 

collected.  Have received some funds from an estate.  Still plan to pursue the option of contacting 

families who are in the school system but not a member of our parish. 

Nativity Long Range Plan Status – Fr. Kevin had nothing to report at this time. 

 

Other Old Business 

 Leon reported that the Technology Committee of five met to pull together technology for 

the parish together as a whole.  Plan to replace the server, which has been budgeted for; 

and are targeting people to donate software and licensing.  These measures will assist the 

staff with technology efficiencies.  Frank LaLonde is working on website updates that will 

be more interactive.  This site should go live by summer.  The Committee is pulling 

together a 1-year, 3-year and 5-year technology plan. 

 

 Greg Schmalz informed the council that after last month’s article discussion about 

identifying the “strengths” of parishioners, a committee consisting of Bonnie Faller, Joe 

Miranowski, Laura Alderman and Greg Schmalz are meeting to identify those strengths, 

how to help people feel more comfortable about their strengths, and what could be done at 

Nativity.  They will bring recommendations to the Pastoral Council that the Stewardship 

Council might utilize. 

 

 



New Business 

Nativity’s 50
th 

Anniversary Planning Update – Fr. Kevin reported that a group of 10 met at 7:00 

p.m. on February 22, 2010, for an organizational meeting to brainstorm ideas for Nativity’s 50
th

 

Anniversary.  Discussion first centered on answering the question, “What do people do when they 

celebrate an anniversary?” Three categories evolved from the list of ideas that were shared: 

1) Events 

2) Memorabilia (i.e. picture directory, history books, t-shirts, cups, mugs, etc.)  

3) Art & Environment (i.e. parish mural, piece of artwork to become a permanent part of the 

parish, time capsule, banners, etc.).   

The core group will be scheduling another meeting and each person has been asked to invite 

someone to attend the meeting with them.  The second meeting of the steering committee will be 

held on April 26, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  Invite all who are interested.  Also, let people know that a 

person can choose a specific piece within the three areas noted above to work on for the 

anniversary celebration. 

 

Pastor’s Comments 

• Fr. Kevin reported on a wonderful retreat with Teams of Our Lady that focussed on the Eucharist 

as the center of married life.  The retreat took the parts of the mass (Penitential Rite as a model for 

reconciliation in families; Liturgy of the Word as a model for communication in the home; and 

Communion as the model of self-sacrifice and giving of self for the sake of your spouse as the 

means of nurturing the marriage relationship.   

• Melissa Woinarowicz has accepted the Liturgy position and will start March 1
st
. 

• Assisted with the dedication ceremony for the Habitat for Humanity Apostle Build.  Had 

excellent representation from Nativity and Atonement Lutheran Church.  Each family was 

presented a key to their new home and a brand new Bible.   

• Nativity hosted the ecumenical prayer service for church unity.  This was the 100
th

 anniversary 

of Christians gathering around the world in this prayer of unity.  

  

At 7:00 p.m., the council members gathered in the Chapel for Lenten Evening Prayer. 

 

Youth Ministry – Liaison Chenise Nesler asked if there were any questions regarding her report 

since she needed to leave early.  She noted that the ski trip was cancelled as not enough people 

signed up.  Youth group attendance is down.  Jordon Buchhorn will be advertising for adults to 

work with the youth in various capacities.  Contact Chenise or Jordan if you know someone who 

would enjoy assisting in this ministry. 

 

Article Discussion – “Make the journey back to God during Lent” was an article Fr. Gary found 

on the web called Growing in Faith.  Fr. Gary noted the excellent attendance at all the Ash 

Wednesday services.  He reviewed the following points from the article regarding Lent: 

 Ashes are a reflection of repentance; and act as a witness of our faith.   

 Lent assists a person to grow in holiness.   

 Fr. Gary wrote in the Voice about the three tools during our Lenten journey; almsgiving, 

prayer and fasting.  The article outlined the different types of prayer; the types of fasting  

such as from food, bad habits, luxury, and excess; and various types of almsgiving such as 

your labor, doing one of the Corporal Works of Mercy, or helping in your community in 

some way. 



 Talked about distractions making it hard to concentrate when praying and looking at using 

the distraction as a “tool” to get your prayer life back on track. 

In summary, Lent is a time to become less focused on yourself and on the needs of others.  When 

you empty yourself of everything, instead; what you have left is prayer.  The ashes of Lent are a 

reminder that it is a time for each of us to die to something.   

Lenten Evening of Reflection – Fr. Kevin said the Leadership Read is scheduled for March 23
rd

 at 

7:00 p.m. and will begin with Evening Prayer.  The focus will be on the Stations of the Cross and 

the Lenten Read entitled, “Gateway to the Resurrection”.  Three of the Stations of the Cross will 

be emphasized in detail. 

February 28
th

 – Someone from Catholic Charities will be presenting on “Building Strong 

Families” from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.     

                                 

Associate Pastor’s Comments 

• Fr. Gary reported that he has been assisting with the preparation of 62 young people for 

Confirmation and First Eucharist.   

• He and Fr. Kevin continue to facilitate the study of the Bible Timeline series. 

Pastoral ministry – Sr. Sharon Houle has been hired as the full time pastoral minister/parish nurse. 

• RCIA candidates had the Rite of Election last Sunday.  Four baptisms will be held at the Easter 

Vigil.   

• Fr. Gary will be speaking at the Brunch & Learn on February 27th about the power of sleep.   

 

Stewardship Council Report  The Stewardship Council did not meet.  No report.   

 

Director of Administration’s Report 

Duane Koble’s report outlined the following: 

 Maintenance and repairs this past month.  Replaced the venting fan system in the kitchen.  

Working with Catholic Mutual regarding the coverage of repairs.  

 God’s Gift Appeal program was introduced at Masses last week.  Nativity’s goal is set at 

$120,000.  The goal of the program is to encourage more people to participate in God’s 

Gift Appeal, as stewardship is inviting people to come forward with time, talent and 

treasure. 

 Listing of internal budget conservation measures the staff has implemented.  

 Collection for Haiti was over $5,600. 

 A student from our parish is doing some work in the parish youth room for his Eagle Scout 

Project. 

 Outlined the various agencies that Nativity supports on a regular basis through our Care & 

Share Ministry. 

 Received a $500 grant from Catholic Aid Association Foundation for our technology 

program. 

 Received a $250 grant from the Diocese of Fargo for our Catholics Coming Home Lenten 

program. 

 The January financials reflected income over expenses because of two less salaries.  These 

two staff openings have been filled, so the financials will reflect the additional salaries next 

month. 

 



Discussion followed about the people who come into Nativity on a daily basis for assistance.  

Duane explained that a screening process has been developed that includes utilizing partners 

within the community to guide people where to go for help.  Safety is a priority for the staff when 

people enter the church for assistance, so they are met in an open environment such as the Fireside 

Room, and are greeted in a pastoral ministry fashion, as it is important to work on seeing Jesus in 

everyone who comes to Nativity for help. 

 

Committee & Commission Reports 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – No report from Liaison Bonnie Faller. 

Deanery Representative – No report from Jean Hannig.  Fr. Kevin said a meeting is scheduled on 

March 1, 2010. 

FCSN – Liaison Laura Alderman reported on the following: 

 Catholic Schools Week went very well.  Fr. Kevin and Laura announced the Open Houses 

at the Masses.   

 Funds were raised for the Presentation Sisters Partners in Housing program and for Haiti. 

 Enrollment for next year is underway with a deadline of March 1
st
 before enrollment is 

opened to new families. 

 Nativity received a scholarship toward their Amity Scholar teacher of $200. 

 Annual drive fundraising continues.   

 The DMF Giving Hearts Day raised approximately $20,000.00 which will fund the School 

Nurse Program. 

 Continue to work on the Tuition Reduction Incentive Program (TRIP) where a person can 

order gift cards from various businesses and a percentage from the gift card goes back to a 

family or fund to offset tuition expenses.  The council will consider how to promote this 

program to parishioners as a way to support Nativity school.  The Pastoral Council 

members provided several ideas on how to promote the program on an on-going basis; i.e. 

such as using the bulletin to inform parishioners about the soup label program, reminders, 

etc.  Five parishes collaborate together for TRIP. 

Health Advisory Commission – Although absent, Betty Hund provided her report by e-mail.  Leon 

reviewed the following; guidelines provided by the Diocese regarding the spread of flu, the Blood 

Born Pathogens policy, the AED and First Aid policies would be reviewed with the sacristans and 

ushers.  The Parish Needs Assessment identified obesity as an issue of high concern.  The Brunch 

& Learn on special needs issues for children was postponed due to weather and has been 

rescheduled for March 20
th

.  The next Brunch & Learn is scheduled for February 27
th

. 

Liturgical Commission – Liaison Lisa Suda reviewed the following: 

 The cup was implemented on Ash Wednesday.   

 Liturgy at Christmas was discussed regarding the 4:00 Mass and noted that attendance at 

the Christmas dinner was down due to weather.   

 There is a need for more sacristans.   

 Will address low choir attendance after a new leader is hired. 

 H1N1 update was tabled.   

 Environment Committee discussed issues with banners and the need for better quality 

fabric. 

 



Parish Faith Life Commission – Leon Senn reviewed Liaison Joe Miranowski’s report in his 

absence.   

 Spaghetti dinner fundraiser raised $1,200.   

 Spring Salad Buffet is scheduled for May 5
th

.   

 Mardi Gras will not be held this year – looking at a different event such as St. Patrick’s 

Day or an Easter event instead.   

 The Heifer Project kick-off will be March 24
th

.   

 Valentines for Vets will continue by one of the Nativity classrooms.   

 Changed the focus of the St. Nicholas Project to collecting pillows for the local YWCA 

shelter.  Suggested to engage parents & students to head up on of the major events each 

year with the Faith Formation Program.   

 Vacation Bible School will be scheduled for early June.   

 Evangelizing subcommittees met about Inclusion Ministry, Catholics Coming Home, 

Parish Read, Chuckles & Chocolates, and Cards & Games Night.  

Fr. Kevin asked the question, “Where are parents’ hearts?”  As children’s involvement in church 

decreased significantly after they are confirmed.  How do we reach the hearts of people who are 

not coming to Nativity?  Father recommended that we all need to increase our prayer lives to help 

convert hearts.  

Social Justice Commission  

• Liaison Ken Jablonsky reported that Nativity was a sponsor for the Martin Luther King Day 

event. 

• All charges against the “Cass 23” immigrants have been dismissed. 

• On the first Tuesday of the month, the Social Justice Commission invites all parishioners to 

attend the guest speakers’ presentations at the commission’s regular monthly meetings. 

• The Chuckles & Chocolate programs were very interesting as well as humorous.  Take the time 

to check out the DVDs if you were unable to attend.   

  

Announcements 

Chairman Leon Senn announced that there would be no Pastoral Council meeting in March in 

observance of Lent.  The next meeting would be on Tuesday - April 27, 2010. 

There being no further business, Chairman Leon Senn led the Council in closing prayer.   

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lang 

Recording Secretary 


