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NATIVITY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday – May 24, 2011 

6:30 P.M. – Nazareth Room 

At 6:30 p.m., Mykal Sonstelie led the Pastoral Council in Evening Prayer.  

Chris Steffan then gathered the council members for a group picture for the Parish Directory. 

Don Schott excused himself from the meeting. 

Council Members Present:  

Fr. Kevin Boucher, Fr. Tom Feltman, Duane Koble, Dale Craft, Bonnie Faller, Brenda Lang, Joe Miranowski, 

Wendy Paulson,  Greg Schmalz, Don Schott, Ed Schwind, Lisa Suda, Corporate Secretary Mykal Sonstelie    

and Corporate Treasurer Michael O’Leary  

Council Members Absent:  Laura Alderman, Scott Krabbenhoft, Anne Moynihan and Leon Senn 

Chairman Greg Schmalz called the meeting to order at 6:48 p.m., pursuant to notice.   

Minutes from the 04/26/2011 Parish Council meeting were provided prior to the meeting and accepted by 

unanimous consensus. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Study for Diocese of Fargo Update 

Fr. Kevin reported on the Bishop’s decision as follows: 

 No change for Holy Spirit.  

 St. Mary’s Cathedral & St. Anthony’s will share their faith formation for K-8 but will keep their own 

pastors.  St. Mary’s and St. Anthony’s will utilize the bookkeeping services provided by the Diocese.   

 The Bishop has installed a “cathedral tax”.  Each parish will pay 1% of their Sunday envelopes to the 

Cathedral.   

 Blessed Sacrament will remain open; although its southern boundary will be moved further south. 

 The new Holy Cross parish will be built on 14 acres west of Veteran’s Boulevard.  The school will  

open in the Fall of 2013 (K-5) and will be designed to expand into three sections per grade, as needed.   

 St. Benedict parish will relocate after analyzing the demographic shift that will occur once Holy Cross  

is built. 

 

The Fargo Catholic Schools Network (FCSN) name will change as of July 1
st
 to The Blessed John Paul II 

Catholic Schools Network, so as to include all Catholic parishes in the area.  Due to the name change, the       

by-laws and articles of incorporation were rewritten.   

Nativity’s subsidy will be at 49% beginning 01/01/2012 and may decrease over time.  Blessed Sacrament 

subsidy will begin at 5% starting 2012 and will incrementally increase over several years.  Holy Cross will not 

pay a subsidy until the new church is built, as the parish is responsible for the cost of building their own parish 

and school.  The new church is expected to seat 900 people. 

Nativity may anticipate a decrease in students by Fall of 2013 when the Holy Cross school opens; decreasing to 

two sections per grade, leaving four empty classrooms. 

Fr. Kevin reported that he would prefer not to wait much longer for Nativity’s building project.  Funds are short 

by $1M; therefore, the design will need to be revisited.  One component remaining for Nativity’s capital 

campaign will be to contact the families of students at Nativity School that are not Nativity parish members.  

Cardinal Meunch Seminary is now on the open market. 

 

Other Old Business – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Nativity’s 50
th
 Anniversary Update   



Duane reported that the Knights of Columbus will be the catalyst in the parish to spearhead a Red Hawks game.  

A Courtyard Party will be held in August.  The Fall Festival is scheduled in November and a concert with the 

FM Youth Symphony and Shanley Choir.  The year will conclude with the annual Christmas party.  The 

pictorial directory should be ready by December.  

Fr. Kevin reported that 10-17 people have attended the past two month’s movies, The Miracle Worker and Sea 

Biscuit, with good discussion following the movies.  “Places of the Heart” will be shown in June.  Four of the 

five scheduled movies are based on true stories.   

 

Article Discussion – “The Eucharist – The Liturgy of the Word”  

Fr. Kevin led the discussion and brought out the following points: 

 Comment was shared about the bread and wine becoming the body and blood of Christ is not               

“re-crucifying Jesus” but is bringing that event to the present. 

 Fr. Kevin recommended people take the Jeff Cavins Bible Timeline study to understand the books of  

the bible in more detail.   

 The ambo is similar to the altar because people are being “fed by the Word”. 

 We acknowledge Christ’s risen presence, particularly in the Gospel, when we stand to experience the 

Gospel.   

 Catholics are accused of being cannibals; not understanding that we eat and drink the glorified Christ. 

 Can appreciate the Word more when listening, instead of reading along as the Word is being spoken.  

 Discussed the question, “What qualities make a person a good listener?”  Involvement through sight, 

engaged with the person speaking, summarize what the other person said, asking questions, being 

focused and blocking out distractions, when the priest is a good “storyteller” and ability to relate to the 

Word. 

 Discussed the question, “How does the Bible “read you”?”  By spending a lot of time reading the Bible.   

Fr. Kevin encouraged the council to attend an Ignatian Silent Retreat.  He also advised the council to re-read the 

Sunday Gospel readings.  The last words written in the Bible were 1,928 years ago and are still relevant today.  

Remember that the Word is living and is a gift given to us by God. 

 

Youth Representative on Pastoral Council for Sept 2011-May 2012 

Fr. Tom reported that Scott Krabbenhoft has completed his position as Youth Representative on the Pastoral 

Council.  The youth will choose a new representative next year for the Pastoral Council. 

 

Spring Campus Clean Up Day 

Bonnie Faller reported that they will wait another week before planting any flowers around the church due to  

the cold weather.  Mike O’Leary said that 4-5 people will be needed on an upcoming Saturday to assist with 

bringing in dirt to place around the foundation, pulling dead weeds, clean the garage, pull back the mulch and 

level it, etc.  Mike will send an e-mail with a scheduled date.  Please assist if available.   

 

Other New Business - None 

 

Pastor’s Comments 

Fr. Kevin elaborated on the annual continuing education days for priests.  He commented that Dr. Greg 

Kolodziejczak was incredible with his ability to quote people and dates.  His presentation focused on marital  

and family psychological and spiritual dynamics.  Good information for priests to use with the 20-40 year old 

age group.  Generally speaking, people do not think philosophically or metaphysically, but instead think 

scientifically.   

 

Fr. Kevin participates with the Sanford Faith Advisory Group that meets four times a year. They look at the role 

of faith in the whole healing process which has helped medical professionals realize the importance of bringing 

in faith leaders.  The topic of the meeting in May was Ministering to Patients with Alzheimers and Dementia.  It 

was recommended to consider the following in your pastoral care: Never argue with them and avoid correcting 

them if they are wrong.  To correct them will usually cause distress; stay present in the moment; what is 



important is the non-verbal language that you are expressing; remember that it’s not about you or your sense    

of loss, it’s about being there for that person; go with a smile and with positive energy and remember that the 

person is living in the moment.  Set aside your own grief and put on a happy face for the sake of the other. 

 

Associate Pastor’s Comments 

Although Fr. Tom missed the Fall Festival planning meeting, he reported that the Festival is scheduled for 

November 6
th
.  Discussion was held regarding raffle tickets, the theme that will focus on the 50

th
, and the same 

pork tenderloin dinner will be served. 

Fr. Tom’s report included that he continues to participate in visiting parishioners at various health care facilities, 

calls to the Sanford South campus, and to the homebound.   

Fr. Jack Davis visited Nativity on May 12
th
. 

Many groups continue to gather to discuss the book, Longing for the Holy. 

The men’s prayer breakfast continue to gather on the first and third Saturday mornings. 

The Spring Salad Buffet on May 11
th
 was successful. 

Bishop Aquila was the celebrant for the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist on May 11
th
. 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 5-9. 

 

Stewardship Council Report – No report. 

 

Director of Administration’s Report 

Duane Koble highlighted the following from his report: 

 Some of the campus maintenance includes fertilizing and weed control of the campus lawn.  He 

recognized the Knights of Columbus for sharing in this expense.  

 The school year ends this Thursday on May 26
th
 and the building will be cleaned this summer. 

 The Fargo Catholic Schools Network name will be valid until July 1
st
, at which time the name will 

change as noted earlier. 

 Met about security and keeping everyone safe on the campus.  Security cameras will be installed this 

summer. 

 God’s Gift Appeal 2011 is at 66% of goal. 

 Offertory has decreased slightly which affects cash flow. 

 To answer the question, “What’s in the bank for Anew II?”  $2,447,000 has been collected in cash that 

is drawing .25% interest.  Pledges continue to come in and the building committee will conduct a 

follow-up on the pledges.   

 

Committee & Commission Reports 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – Liaison Bonnie Faller had reported earlier that planting flowers will be 

delayed due to the cold weather. 

Deanery Representative – In Jean Hannig’s absence, Fr. Kevin mentioned the concept of the “donut hole” 

regarding medicare & prescription medicine that fall into this category.  Many elderly priests also fall into the 

donut hole; therefore, a special collection will be done on Father’s Day. 

Deanery realignment was discussed as noted earlier.  Refer to the outline of the Pastoral Plan in the Good Earth, 

on line, or contact Duane Koble with any questions. 

FCSN Liaison Report – Fr. Kevin added to Liaison Laura Alderman’s report in her absence.  He noted that with 

the change in the by-laws and articles of incorporation, the FCSN Board of Directors and Council structures will 

also need to change.  Before the change, every parish had two representatives on the council.  With eight 

parishes, the new council will be adjusted to one representative from every parish and one from Moorhead.  The 

board of directors will be the eight pastors and five lay people; and are appointed for their specific expertise;   

i.e. finance, legal, educational background, etc.  There are 13 lay people as a part of the Board and Council.     

Fr. Kevin will watch that Nativity is adequately represented on the Board and Council in the future as we not 

only have families in the Network, but we also have one of the major facilities which impacts both the Network 

and our parish. 

 



Health Advisory Commission –  Liaison Wendy Paulson reported that the rescheduled Brunch & Learn was well 

attended.  The Commission discussed future Brunch & Learns and set the dates.  If the grant submitted to the 

American Heart Association is approved, then they will be able to hold all of the scheduled Brunch & Learns.   

If not, only the heart and health fair events will be held. 

The American Heart Association had many applications for this grant for the project, “Living with a Healthy 

Heart”.  A Saturday workshop is scheduled for October that will focus on teaching parenting skills and improve 

relationships.  

 

Liturgical Commission – Liaison Lisa Suda reported that the Commission reviewed the 2010 Lent and Easter 

seasons.  The Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday services were well attended.  The Palm Sunday procession will 

be reviewed.  New inserts in the bulletin were discussed.  Expiring terms of the committee members were 

reviewed and the open positions from those who are resigning.  Four new members will be needed on the 

Liturgical Commission next fall.  Melissa handed out a Liturgy Commission Proposal to provide more education 

to members next year. 

 

Parish Faith Life Commission – No report.  Fr. Kevin noted that Chris Steffan and he had met and two dates 

were set for Christ Renews His Parish in January and February.  

 

Social Justice Commission – Liaison Ed Schwind will e-mail his written report to the council.  He reported that 

the Holy Thursday collection of $1,237.26 will provide $743.63 to Fr. Scott McDermott’s Mission and $593.63 

to the Emergency Food Pantry. 

The last Fair Trade Coffee sale was held at the Knights of Columbus’ last breakfast.  If interested, see Cathy 

Schwinden to purchase coffee.  The commission gave their booth at “Project Homeless Connect” on May 4
th
 to 

Birthright.  This project provided “one-stop shopping” for the homeless to visit for all the services available to 

them in our community. 

The Social Justice meeting schedule was discussed with the decision to continue to hold meetings on the first 

Tuesday of the month. 

Community gardening was discussed and is moving forward.  The plot is being prepared now.  This will be an 

organic garden that will be very helpful to refugee families.  Any excess produce will be donated to the food 

pantry.  The plan is to also start a compost; followed by the school participating with composting to support a 

“Go Green” vision.   

The commission also viewed a video on migrant workers and their plight in California. 

 

Youth Ministry – Scott Krabbenhoft was absent and had not e-mailed a report.  Brenda will follow up with Scott 

for his report. 

 

Announcements 

Chairman Greg Schmalz announced that the Pastoral Council would be holding its Summer Potluck Social on 

Tuesday-June 21
st
.  Ed & Jennifer Schwind will host the Social at their home beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Since the 

road to their home is under construction, Ed will e-mail detour directions, along with a “sign-up” sheet for food 

to bring.  Spouses and families are also welcome to attend the social! 

There is no pastoral council meeting in July. 

The next business meeting of the Pastoral Council will be Tuesday, August 23, 2011. 

There being no further business, Chairman Greg Schmalz led the Council members in closing prayer.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lang 

Recording Secretary 


