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“Approved 01/22/13” 

NATIVITY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday – November 27, 2012 

6:30 P.M. – Nazareth Room 
 

At 6:33 p.m., Chairman Greg Schmalz called the meeting to order pursuant to notice and opened with 

prayer. 

Council Members Present:  

Fr. Kevin Boucher, Fr. Chris Markman, Laura Alderman, David Brunelle, Lydia Carlson, Bonnie Faller, 

Duane Koble, Dale Craft, Eric Krueger, Brenda Lang, Anne Moynihan, Wendy Paulson, Greg Schmalz, 

Don Schott, Lisa Suda 

Council Members Absent:  Laura Alderman, Joe Miranowski, Corporate Secretary Mykal Sonstelie,  

Corporate Treasurer Michael O’Leary 

Minutes from the 10/23/2012 Parish Council meeting were provided prior to the meeting and accepted   

by unanimous consensus.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Nativity Anew II Update  

 Fr. Kevin reported on the continuing progress of the building project.  The three highest roofs are 

completely insulated and waterproofed.  The sloped roof is ready for shingling and the structure is 

up to prepare for the roof decking.  All the exterior brickwork will be done by the end of 

November.  Electricians started work today.  Expect to raise interior walls soon.  An anonymous 

donation was made to gut and refinish the two bathrooms in the school.  Fr. Kevin will meet with 

the architect to determine what will be done at an estimate of $20,000.  This donation will be 

included in the matching fund.  

 Fr. Kevin announced he had lost 25 pounds and has sponsorship totaling $8,025.00.  Potential to 

raise $26,000 when he reaches his goal of 100-pounds.  Add the matching funds and Father is 

well on his way to raising a potential of $52,000. 

 The council discussed other fun-raising ideas to help reach the $500,000 matching gift goal.  All 

ideas centered on “community” to celebrate while we “fun-raise”.  Recording Secretary Brenda 

Lang will provide the list of ideas to the liaison members to share with their respective 

committee, council or commission to decide on an event to hold, with the caution towards 

keeping expenses to a minimum. 

 A committee including Laura Alderman, Wendy Paulson, Anne Moynihan, Brenda Lang and Fr. 

Kevin will meet to plan the fun-raiser the Pastoral Council will do. 

 

Young Adult Ministry 

Lydia Carlson needed to leave early and gave her report to the Council.   

 Early November, LinC went to Shanley to attend “Restless Heart: The Confessions of 

Augustine”. 

 Also discussion was held on the topic of family.  December topics include hope and stress. 

 Planning to sled before Christmas break. 

 WOW participated in APP (Awe Power & Praise) and enjoyed this opportunity of adoration.  

Don Schott added that Desiree would like to see more people attend APP on the first Wednesday 

of the month.  Plan is to advertise APP to encourage adult and student participation. 

 

Council members then attended Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 
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Fall Festival Report 

Fr. Chris reported that the Fall Festival ran quite smoothly raising $19,000+ for the parish.  At 

the recap meeting, the committee’s main concerns included decrease in attendance, date of the 

festival and how to encourage parishioners to invite friends, family and neighbors.  Moving the 

dinner to the cafeteria worked very well, with the crafts, baskets and bake sale in the gym.  The 

porkloin signature dinner was well received again.  Recommendation was to stay with what we 

have and continue to make it work.  Also emphasized that it takes not just the committee, but the 

entire parish to make the Festival successful.   

 

Other Old Business – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discernment Process – Openings on Pastoral Council for 2013 

Chairman Greg Schmalz reviewed the following positions for the next council year that had been 

discerned last month: 

Chair – Joe Miranowski 

Vice Chair – Eric Krueger 

Recording Secretary – Brenda Lang 

Corporate Secretary – Pat Kautzman 

Corporate Treasurer – Anne Stoll 

 

Council members agreed to fill the following Liaison positions:   

Youth & Young Adult Ministry  - Don Schott  

Liturgical Commission – Anne Moynihan 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – Wendy Paulson 

Parish Faith Life Commission – Dale Craft 

JPII Council – Laura Alderman 

Social Justice Commission – David Brunelle 

Health Advisory Commission – David Brunelle (to be replaced when new members are added) 

Members at Large – Need two new Pastoral Council members 

 

Please call or email names of potential Pastoral Council members to Chairman Joe Miranowski or 

Vice Chair Eric Krueger.   

 

Formation Discussion – “Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium” – Chapters 1 & 2 

Fr. Chris handed out an outline that he had prepared to assist with the discussion.  Vatican II met in the 

1960s and wrote four documents; one being “Lumen Gentium” which is a document on the church.   

Jesus uses the church to reflect His light to the world.  The document speaks about the church’s inner 

nature/identity and universal mission.  We each need to know who we are before we can do.  The first 

chapter has many analogies and metaphors about the church.  The church finds its identity in Christ, is  

the Body of Christ, and a mediator between the people and God.  We, as a church, have a part to play in 

Christ’s mediation. 

What has been discussed a lot since the Vatican Counsel is the word “subsists”.  There is no salvation 

outside the church and they want to develop and understand this principal more.  You can still be saved 

outside the visible structure of the church.  But any of those graces people receive outside the visible 

church is coming through to them through the church. 

This document was to speak to the modern world about what the church is. 

A lot of emphasis before the council on the hierarchy; and after, looked more at the horizontal. 

It starts with the people of God as a whole and not the Bishops and priests. 

Is a new way of looking at the ancient teaching and how the church actually works. 

We are all anointed priest, prophet and king.  
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Chapter 2 speaks of the conditions to be fully a part of the Catholic Church.  The Profession of Faith, the 

sacraments, ecclesiastical government, and communion. 

 

Fr. Chris’ outline will be very helpful to continue discussion on these first two chapters at the next council 

meeting. 

 

Other New Business  - None 

 

Pastor’s Comments 
 Fr. Kevin reported that this is the week that the overflow housing was used so that 25 men and 

women would have a place to sleep. 

 “Dining with the Word” has been very successful.  166 people attended the second session with a 

good cross section of people from all over.  Check the schedule in the Bulletin.   

 Attendance taken in October reflected that numbers were similar to 2011.  Of 4,800 registered 

members; only 1,100 are attending church.  This phenomenon is not just at Nativity.  Largest 

demographic is ages 18-35, then 50-69, followed by 0-17.  Although there are 1,082 children in 

our registry; only 300 children attend Mass each week.  The staff will hold discussion on issues of 

evangelization and directions to consider as a parish for the next 5-10 years.   

 

Parochial Vicar’s Comments 
Refer to Fr. Chris’ emailed report.   

 Highlights included first time presenting at the confirmation retreat this past month.   

 Because of his involvement with APP, been more discussion about Adoration.   

 CYA – attended Restless Heart movie which had many good messages. 

 “Who Knew” is going fine and have had some great discussions.  Has been difficult scheduling 

events.  The next “Who Knew” is December 13
th
.   

 

Finance Council  
Mykal Sonstelie was absent but had emailed the Financial Report.  In her absence, Duane commented that 

with two months left to the year, this is catch-up time.  Will be around $10,000 of expenses over income 

like the prior year.  This all ties into evangelization again and the need to be present for liturgy.  AnewII 

is at $145,000 in pledge receivables.  Some parishioners will be unable to fulfill their pledge due to 

circumstances; but overall, the AnewII campaign has been a great success.  

Interest earnings were at  $154,000. 

One of the goals Duane reminded everyone about was the building project and he anticipates an AnewIII.  

This will be a debt-free project which was one of the goals when this discussion started 5-6 years ago.  

We all continue to count our blessings! 

 

Duane encouraged all to continue to invite people to attend Mass and emphasized again that all churches 

are dealing with attendance issues. 

 

Director of Administration’s Report 

 Duane Koble thanked Fr. Chris for all his work with Faith Formation. 

 Recommended we all support the JPII Trip program.  There is a continued need for everyone to 

evangelize about this program.  You can bank the dollars for someone in the school or give to the 

parish who will then donate to someone in need.  Is a great Christmas Gift Card to give. 

 The 42
nd

 Annual Christmas Party Dinner will be here soon.  Consider being a part of the dinner 

and signing up to help in some capacity.  Nancy Mikkelson is a JPII parent and is responsible for 

putting the Christmas Dinner together. 

 Report included the Fall Festival numbers back to 2006 for comparison purposes. 
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 The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops meets four times a year.  Looking at how to get 

Catholics to be part of social media as 80% of Catholics under 30% use social media today.   

 Duane attached a document for the council to read as the parish will soon need to conduct its 

Long-Range Planning.   

 Fr. Kevin encouraged members to go to the Nativity website and do a search for “The Men in 

Black” on YouTube, which is a group of seminarians on catholic teachings.  

  

Committee & Commission Reports 

Buildings & Grounds Committee – Liaison Bonnie Faller had no report. 

 

Deanery Representative – No report. 

 

Health Advisory Commission – Liaison Wendy Paulson reported that the evaluations from Deb Boyer’s 

conference were very positive and people want more workshops on The Nurtured Heart topic.  She will 

teach more on this topic again in March.  

The November Brunch & Learn was presented by Fr. Dale who spoke on End of Life issues.  Duane 

noted that close to 50 people attended with very good questions.  End of Life is a generational topic with 

questions on how do we bring these issues to all ages. 

This was first of a series of three Brunch & Learns on this topic.  The commission will follow with 

funeral and estate planning.  

 

JPII Council – Liaison Laura Alderman reported that their small group met. and are mailing baptism 

cards on the anniversary of a child’s baptism signed by Fr. Kevin and a 5
th
 grader.  The small group will 

continue to attend baptism classes. 

Catholic Schools Week is scheduled for the week of January 27
th
 and will have a larger presence.  Are 

organizing greeters, ushers, altar servers, proclaimers and coffee & rolls.  Congratulations go to JPII 

schools for their “Fill the Dome” efforts.  Although the high-schoolers tied with Oak Grove, the real 

winner is the Food Bank being able to help so many. 

 

Liturgical Commission – Liaison Lisa Suda reported the commission continues its catechesis.   

Pat Callens is sewing new altar server robes.  The communion cup was chosen but was larger than 

expected so they will continue to search for an appropriate cup. 

During Advent, each commission member will write a collect to be included on the worship aide. 

The commission reviewed its by-laws.  The by-laws currently include a discernment process which is no 

longer being followed; therefore they plan to eliminate this language.  The commission is asking the 

Pastoral Council to look at membership in a different way since the parish is no longer using the old 

discernment process.  Melissa will make the by-law corrections and Recording Secretary Brenda Lang 

asked that any revised by-laws be provided to her for the record book.   

It was noted that the Finance Council by-laws are complete as is. 

Wendy Paulson provided Brenda with the Health Advisory by-laws. 

 

Parish Faith Life Commission – Liaison Dale Craft had no report. 

 

Social Justice Commission – Liaison Anne Moynihan provided an update regarding the “sheltering 

churches” which also includes Blessed Sacrament and St. Mary’s.  This year’s Thanksgiving collection 

will benefit the Sheltering Churches. 

This coming weekend, Olivewood carvings will be sold after all Masses. 

Can check out the DVD “The Line: Poverty in America”.   

$1,046.98 was collected from the Thanksgiving offering.  This will be shared with the metro homeless 

project and Hurricane Sandy relief. 

Leola Dahl accepted the position of President of the Social Justice Commission. 
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Nativity had a table at Project Connect to help the homeless community.  Twenty people requested 

prayers. 

 

Announcements 

Chairman Greg Schmalz made the following announcements:  

 The Pastoral Council Social is scheduled at a time during the 12 days of Christmas 

between Dec 25
th

 and Epiphany - January 6th.  Don Schott volunteered to host the Social 

January 5
th

 at 7:00 p.m. so as not to conflict with 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass.  Brenda will 

email a potluck sign-up to all.   

 The next business meeting will be Tuesday-January 22, 2013. 

There being no further business, the council closed with Evening Prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lang 

Recording Secretary 

 


