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New Statue Reminds Us of

Our Mission: Say Yes to God!
By Joan Edwards

Conversations about placing an image that
reflected our patronal feast day -The Nativity of Christ
began in 1997. Fr. Dale Kinzler, Fr. Tim Schroeder
and members of the Liturgy Committee met with John
Buscemi, a liturgical consultant, and were challenged
to consider important questions:

Who are we as Nativity Church of Fargo?

What speaks to us about how we fulfill our
mission to "give birth to Christ?"

The worship space for Nativity Church of Fargo was
built when the church was in the last stages of
iconoclasm, a moving away from images. But as time
passed, we were able to take a look at images with a
fresh eye.

Fr. Buscemi indicated that it is difficult to reconnect
with images, and we needed to be willing to struggle
to find the images that spoke to who we were as the
Nativity Church of Fargo, rather than simply borrowing
images used by others.

These conversations were part of the work which
eventually became  the Nativity Anew Campaign
with three prongs:
ypaying off the 40 year old debt;
yrepairing/maintaining the current facility and
completion of the worship space with

altar/ambo/baptismal font and sacred art;
yproviding funds for social justice needs.
When the campaign ended, we had achieved all our
goals, and set aside money for the designing and
crafting of a patronal image.

When the font, ambo and altar were completed,
artist Richard Szeitz was commissioned to sculpt the
crucifix. Conversations about the shape of an image
to represent "Nativity" continued over a period of time
as Liturgy Committee members came to understand
how we could best express our communion with the
saints as well as expressing who we are.

It was clear that we were called to go beyond the
"Babe in the Manger" scene; it was important that
Jesus not be an infant, but of an age to explore the
world.

In a sense, Mary is our Patroness. She is an image
of the entire church, she was Church before Church

was. Placing an image of Mary, who so freely said YES

WR *RGYV ZLOO QHDU WKH EDSWLVPDO IR

our own baptismal call to say YES to what God asks of
us.

Mary is also the
bridge between
baptism and
Eucharist. The first
instance of God
being shown to the
world is Mary
placing Jesusin
the manger 2a
prefiguring of
Eucharist where
Christ feeds us all.

The interplay of
the structural beams
in our worship space
and the outside
profile of the
building are
reflections of a
manger. What
happens in our
worship space?

become bread, Eucharist, to feed the world

And so we must ask ourselves: How do | give
birth to Christ? How am | to go forth into the
world?

In the fall of 2006, we were ready to work on the
patronal image and commissioned Richard Szeitz to
work on it. The completed sculpture will be in place
by Christmas 2007, the 47th anniversary of the first
Christmas liturgy at this site.

The sculpture that will be placed at the end of the
ledge by the font will be of Mary with Jesus as a young
boy standing on a stump. There is a branch growing
from the stump 2 the root of Jesse. (Isaiah prophesied
that the Savior would be born from the root of Jesse,
that He would sit upon the throne of David, and in
Christ this prophecy is fulfilled.) Mary directs Jesus,
and us, to look towards the altar. It is a reminder that
our baptism will culminate in our own passion, death
and resurrection, and a reminder that in our lifetime
we have work to do.

Once itis in place, spend time reflecting on the
sculpture -- see where God leads you in considering
your own call.
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